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Saturday, A p r i l 18, 1970 Chicago Gay Liberation sponsored a 

"flr»t»» for the d t y of Chicago, Chicago Gay Mb, held the f i r s t dty-wlde 

gay dance that was not under tho protection of any university and was open 

te a l l the public. Approximately 2000 people attended a very successful event. 

Included I n the crowd were men and women of CHlcsigoOs gay community, many 

stra i g h t couples and singles, members of the Chicago press and lawyers. 

Putting on t h i s dance was i n no way easy. After Chicago Gay 

li b e r a t i o n discovered that the Coliseum was the only suitable location 

available to them for the dance, the long battle to obtain the r l ^ t to rent 

the h a l l began. Every obstacle Imaginable was put i n the way of our renting 

the h a l l , including the excuse that a rellglouB orgadzatlon was ranting 

the h a l l the next day and I t would be Improper for us to be I n there the 

evening before. 

After Gay l i b had an aggreement on leasing the h a l l , the problem 
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of Insuring the dance becane the iesuOo Aa i t turns out, homosszttala 

having a danco find thonselves as a bad r i s k , A member of Oay Lib c a l l e d 

a breilcer for the I n t e r s t a t e F i r e & Casualty Carapany and told him that he 

and some friends were holding a dances the bri&or s a i d that that yioald 

be flneo Tbon xdien Oay l i b brought over a Chicago Gay Liberation check 

and received a Legal Binder guarfuiteeing the innurance four days before tdie 

dance, the compsny decided that the Coliseum was not a good r i s k and they 

backed out of the agroemente F i n a l l y , Insurance was obtained from C a l l -

f o m l a one day before the dance by tho company that covered the Black 

Muslims i n the Coliseum some time ago. 

The good, benevolent power people of Chicago having f a i l e d 

i n preventing our l i t t l e dance were now determined not to l e t us enjoy 

our vlctoryo Friday afternoon eur attorney, Mrs, Renee Hanover, a well 

known mowBment lawyer, rocievod word through an ACLH attorney from Sergeant 

Oarrlty of the Chicago Police Department, Prostitution Division, that 

the Chicago Gay Liberation dance was going to be basted by the vice 

sq.uad on charges of public Indecencyo Our attorney, the ACLU attoznles and 

many other lawyers f e l t that t h i s was not only unfair to Chicago's gay 

commxinity, but also unconstitutional, a v i o l a t i o n of our l e t ammsndment 

r i ^ t te assemble and that there was nothing i l l e g a l about two people of 
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the earns sex dancing together. The pressure put on the Chicago Pollse 

and the State's Attorney's o f f i c e prevented a r a i d a t the Coliseum 

Saturday night on 20CX> people who were guilty of only having a good time' 

and dancing with each other. 

This dance not only set a s o c i a l precedent but also a l e g a l 

precedent that Chicago's gay people have Juet as much right to dance 

together as t h e i r s t r a l ^ t counterparts. The ACLU i s now working on a 

written agre«Dsnt with the Chicago Police Department that people of the 

same sex do have the r i g h t to dance together i n a public place. This 

precedent w i l l take away the excuses of the gay bar owner's of Chicago for 

not allowing dancing i n t h e i r ostablishments. 

One of the objectives of Chicago Gay Liberation i s to improve 

the s i t u a t i o n of homosexuals i n t h e i r own gay bars. The Syndicate oontroled 

bars have been oppressive to the gay community by discriminating against 

women and Blacks, not pz*ovlding a comfortable place i n which to drink 

and s o c i a l i z e and by ziot allowing t h e i r patrons to dance (with the ezcuss 

that they are under pressure of City H a l l ) , By throwing t h i s daiuso, 

Gay L i b was attespting to provide an alt e r n a t i v e for homosexuals vhOf 

because of t h e i r position i n society, are forced to soMalizo i n these 
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opprealv© bars while bar owners are able te make huge auma of money at the 

espenae of gay people without giving them any benefits i n return. 

This l a only the f i r s t dance to be held by Chicago Gay 

Ilb«*ation and we are planning to have many othera i n our continuing 

ef f o r t to ehov a l l people that we are not ashamed of our hcmoseacualityf 

we are free people dnd ready to as s e r t our r i g h t s , 
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